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would have to be fortified and garrisoned to withstand a
protracted siege. It would be necessary to deny to the enemy
the use of the wharves and cranes of the port for landing
siege trains and heavy artillery. The use made of Dalny
by the Japanese during the second siege of Port Arthur was
cited as a case in point.
(3) Effect on Japan
How will the establishment of a base at Singapore affect
Japan economically, politically, and from the point of view
of national defence ?
Effect on national defence.
The first thing that comes to mind is the danger of
attack. Singapore is 1430 miles from Hongkong, 1625 miles
from the southern end of Formosa, and 2520 from Sasebo.
A British Fleet would have little difficulty in operating from
there against Japan, Further, the existing base at Hongkong
is isolated, and is limited by the Washington Treaty to one for
minor refits and for drawing stores, but with a fully equipped
base at Singapore it would serve as a valuable advanced
base for operations against Japan. As the Americans could
conduct offensive operations against Japan from their base
at Hawaii, 3500 miles away, the danger to be apprehended
from Singapore is obvious enough. When Japan accepted at
Washington a naval strength of 60 per cent, she was relying
on the agreement to limit fortifications and bases in the
Pacific. Our naval officers were, at the time, so much
concerned about America that the possibility of a British
base at Singapore never occurred to them. The few to whom
it did occur, remembering the twenty years of the Anglo-
Japanese Alliance, regarded war with England as inconceiv-
able, and could not see in a base at Singapore a threat
to Japan. Our representatives included Hongkong in the
agreement, but entirely overlooked Singapore, which is not
half as far away as Hawaii.
It must be understood that our naval outlook is com-
pletely altered when it has to envisage operations conducted
by a British Fleet based on Singapore and using Hongkong
as an advanced base. The situation is much the same as

